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Introduction 
 
 

The word “Gospel” literally means “good news”.  Specifically, it is 
the good news that forgiveness and eternal life are given freely 
based on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son.  This good news was foretold by the prophets of the Old Tes-
tament and proclaimed by the preachers of Christ in the New Tes-
tament.  Today, it continues to bring joy to those who receive it. 
 

The Gospel SEED 
The Gospel is like a seed in at least three ways.  First, like a seed, it 
was intended to be spread.  God desires all men to hear and un-
derstand this news.  Second, the Gospel has the potential to grow 
in the life and bring forth a harvest of spiritual fruit.  Third, just as 
a seed must be received into the soil, so the Gospel of Christ must 
be received into the heart by faith. 
 
This Bible study will focus on four aspects of the Gospel message:   

 Sinful hearts—All men are sinners. 

 Eternal judgment—Sinners deserve God’s judgment. 

 Effective sacrifice—God’s Son died and rose again for sin. 

 Decisive faith—Sinners must trust Christ for salvation. 

 

The Bible as God’s Word 
This study is based on the belief that the Bible is God’s perfect 
revelation to man.  According to II Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God [literally God-breathed].”  II Peter 1:21 
states, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.”  These verses clearly indicate that God is the source of the 
Bible.  It is important to note that no other religious book in the 
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world makes and backs up such a claim! 
 
The fact that God is the author of the Bible leads to two important 
conclusions.  First, the Bible is authoritative.  As God’s Word, it is 
to be considered more authoritative than the opinions of man, the 
views of philosophers, and even the traditions of religious groups.  
In Isaiah 8:20, the prophet seeks to bring people back to the au-
thority of God’s Word by saying, “To the law and to the testimony 
[God’s written revelation]: if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them.” 
 
Second, the Bible can be trusted.  Since God is perfect, He cannot 
err.  Therefore His Word (the Bible) is without error.  In John 
17:17, Jesus said, “Thy *God’s+ word is truth.”  Not only is the Bible 
free from errors, it is also free from deception and lies.  Titus 1:3 
states, “in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, prom-
ised before the world began.”  You can rest assured as you study 
the Bible that God will not lead you astray.  Men can deceive, 
churches can be mistaken, but God speaks the truth.  
 

Important Information for This Study 
The questions in the SEED Bible study are based on the King James 
Version.  For this reason, it is recommended that you use this 
translation as you complete the lessons.  If you do not own a King 
James Version, speak to the person who gave you this booklet and 
they can help you secure one. 
 
If you are unfamiliar with how the Bible is set up, keep the follow-
ing things in mind.  The Bible is made up of 66 individual books.  
These books have been divided into chapters with each chapter 
containing several verses.  References in the study are to be un-
derstood as giving the book, chapter, then verse.  For example, to 
find Romans 3:23, turn to the book of Romans (New Testament), 
find chapter 3, and then locate verse 23 within that chapter. 
 
You may want to use the bookmarks provided at the end of this 
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booklet.  There you will find a bookmark for every book of the Bi-
ble used in the study.  These can be cut out and placed in the Bible 
you are going to use.  The books of the Bible are listed in order be-
low with the ones used in the study in bold and italicized font.   In 
the lessons, books in the Old Testament are designated (OT) and 
those found in the New Testament as (NT). 

The Desire 
It is our deepest desire that you will not merely study this subject 
in an academic way, but that you will allow God to speak to you 
through His word.  Please consider each truth carefully as it is de-
veloped in the Scriptures.  Be willing to “let God be true, but every 
man a liar” (Romans 3:4).  If you will humbly seek the truth, you 
will find it, and the truth will set you free (John 8:32)! 

Old Testament (OT) 
Genesis  Ecclesiastes 
Exodus   Song of Solomon 
Leviticus  Isaiah 
Numbers  Jeremiah 
Deuteronomy  Lamentations 
Joshua   Ezekiel 
Judges    Daniel 
Ruth   Hoseah 
I Samuel  Joel 
II Samuel  Amos 
I Kings   Obadiah 
II Kings   Jonah 
I Chronicles  Micah 
II Chronicles  Nahum 
Ezra   Habakkuk 
Nehemiah  Zephaniah 
Esther   Haggai 
Job   Zechariah 
Psalms   Malachi 
Proverbs 

New Testament (NT) 
Matthew        James 
Mark         I Peter 
Luke         II Peter 
John         I John 
Acts         II John 
Romans        III John 
I Corinthians        Jude 
II Corinthians        Revelation 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
I Thessalonians 
II Thessalonians 
I Timothy 
II Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 
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Sinful Hearts 

Lesson 1 
 
It should be clear that our world has a problem.  One need only 
turn on the news for a few moments or scan the headlines to see 
that things are not as we know they should be.  Wars, brutality, 
violence, rape, murder, scandal, immorality, sickness, suffering and 
death are just some of the many problems our world faces. 
 
However, the world is not alone.  Things are not as they ought to 
be on the worldwide scene because they are not as they should be 
on the personal level.  No doubt all of us have felt the pain of dam-
aged or broken relationships, the emptiness of wrong pursuits, and 
the sting of a guilty conscience. 
 
What is the world’s problem?  More to the point, what is our prob-
lem?  God’s answer to these questions is clear:  sinful hearts.  
 

The Source of the Problem 
 Read Mark 7:20-23 (NT).   
 According to verse 21, where do the evil things listed 
 come from?     
 
 List the sins Jesus mentioned in verse 22. 
         

         

         

         

 
 Are you guilty of any of these?  
 

5 



 According to verse 23, what do these things do to a man? 
      
  

The Scope of the Problem 
 According to the end of Romans 3:9 (NT), what are both 
 Jews and Gentiles (non Jews) under?   
 
 According to verse 10, is any man truly righteous?   
  
 According to verse 12, is there any man who does good in 
 God’s eyes?   
 
 According to verse 23, how many people have sinned and 
 fallen short of God’s glory?   
 
 According to Ecclesiastes 7:20 (OT),  Is there any on the 
 earth who do not in some way sin against God?   
 
 In light of what God says in His word, are you good,  
 righteous, or innocent in His eyes?   
 

The Start of the Problem 
 Read Romans 5:12-14 (NT). 
 How did sin (and death) enter into the world?   
 
 According to verse 14, who was this individual?   
 
 Since the first sin against God in the Garden of Eden 
 (Genesis 3 OT), men have been born with sinful hearts. 
  
 According to Psalm 51:5 (OT), what was David, the King of 
 Israel, conceived in?   
 
 We sin because we are sinners. 
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The Spotlight on the Problem 
 Since men tend to think of themselves as basically good 
 people instead of sinners, God has given something to 
 expose their sinful hearts. 
 
 According to Romans 3:20, what brings the knowledge of 
 sin?   
 
 Though this would include all of God’s moral standards, 
 consider just a few of the Ten Commandments. 
 
 Turn to Exodus 20 (OT) to fill in the following blanks. 
 Verse 3, “Thou shalt have no other    before Me.”  
 Has anyone or anything ever been more important to you 
 than God? 
 
 Verse 7, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
 in   .”  Have you ever used God’s name lightly? 
 
 Verse 12, “Honor thy              and thy                          .” 
  Have you always honored and obeyed your parents? 
 
 Verse 15, “Thou shalt not   .”  Have you ever  
 stolen anything (even answers for a test, pens from work)? 
 
 Verse 16, “Thou shalt not bear    witness 
 against thy neighbor.”  Have you ever lied about someone? 
 
 Verse 17, “Thou shalt not    thy neighbor’s…”  
 Have you ever wished you had what belonged to another? 
 
While we would paint a different picture of ourselves, God’s assess-
ment is ultimately the only one that matters!  When evaluated by 
His perfect standard, we all fall short! 
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Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. What reason does God give for the problems of the world? 
 
2. What reason does God give for problems in our personal lives? 
 
3. Do the evil things in men’s lives ultimately come from their en-

vironment, lack of education, bad childhood, or society? 
 
4. We have no problem recognizing a murderer as a sinner.  What 

about a neighbor who is a fine, upstanding, law-abiding, even 
religious citizen?  Is this person innocent before God? 

 
5. Why is it that children do not have to be taught to lie, cheat, or 

disobey? 
 
6. Do you think anyone has ever perfectly kept the Ten Com-

mandments at all times? 
 
7. What is your spiritual standing before God?  According to the 

Bible, are you personally a sinner before God? 
 

Sinful Hearts 
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Eternal Judgment 

Lesson 2 
 
If a man breaks the law by robbing a bank, he is arrested, taken 
before a judge, and tried.  If found guilty, a sentence is passed and 
justice is served.  It would not be just for the judge to turn a blind 
eye to the offence.  Nor would it do for the judge to simply give 
the man a slap on the wrist.  The law was broken and justice de-
mands that the thief face the legal penalty for his actions. 
 
What is true in the government of our land is true in the govern-
ment of the universe.  Those who have broken God’s law have 
been tried and found guilty.  As the just Judge of the universe, God 
cannot turn a blind eye to sin.  Nor can He merely give a slap on 
the wrist.  Sentence has been passed and a penalty set.  While it is 
a terrible thing to fall under the judgment of human courts, it is 
another thing altogether to fall under the judgment of a holy God. 
 
 According to Psalm 96:13 (OT), what will the LORD come to 
 do?         
 

The Reason for Judgment 
 As it Relates to Man 
 According to Romans 6:23 (NT), death is the wage
 (payment earned) for what?   
 
 According to Romans 1:18 (NT), the wrath of God is  
 revealed against all “    and     
 of men…”. 
   
 Man will be judged because of his sins.  
 
 As it Relates to God 
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 Read Psalm 99:1-4 (OT). 
 According to verse 3, God’s great and terrible name 
 (character) is what?    (means pure, perfect) 
 
 According to verse 4, what does God’s (the King’s)   
 strength love?           (means justice). 
 
 God is just, and for this reason He must judge man’s sin. 
 

The Location of Judgment 
 According to Matthew 10:28 (NT), where is it that God can 
 destroy (punish) both the body and soul?    
  
 Read Revelation 20:14-15 (NT). 
 According to these verses what will Hell be cast into at the 
 final judgment?     
 
 These are literal places where sinners will face God’s  
 judgment for their sins.  
 

The Nature of Judgment 
 Read Luke 16:19-31 (NT). 
 According to verse 23, in Hell the sinful rich man “lifted up 
 his eyes, being in    “. 
 
 According to verse 24, what did the rich man request to be 
 done for him?        
 
 According to verse 24, in what was he tormented?   
 
 According to these verses, was the rich man conscious of 
 his suffering?   
 
 According to verse 26, is Hell a place from which a person 
 can escape or be rescued?   
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 According to Matthew 25:46 (NT), what word describes 
 how long this punishment will last?       . 
 
 If this is God’s punishment for sin, and you have sinned, is 
 this what awaits you?    
 
 As extreme as such a judgment may seem to us, it reveals 
 the extreme holiness of God and wickedness of our sin! 
 

The Basis of Judgment 
 Read Revelation 20:11-15 (NT). 
 According to the end of verse 12, sinners were judged from 
 books according to what?    
 
 The books seem to be a record of our lives.  Romans 2:16 
 says that God will “judge the secrets of men…”.  This means 
 there is no thought, motive, or deed hidden from God. 
 
 Are there any “secret” sins that you would be judged for on 
 that judgment day?   
 
 According to Revelation 20:15, eternal judgment is  
 ultimately based on whether or not your name is “written 
 in the         “. 
 
 Is your name written in that book?   
 

The Timing of Judgment 
 According to Hebrews 9:27 (NT), the judgment comes after 
 what event?     
 
 Any deliverance from this judgment must be secured during 
 this lifetime!  After we pass into eternity it will be too late!  
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Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. Why can God not just turn a blind eye to our sin? 
 
2. Will the soul be annihilated at the judgment or will a person 

feel conscious torment for eternity?  (Consider the rich man.) 
 
3. Is the rich man still being tormented today? 
 
4. Is Hell a “state of mind” or a real place? 
 
5. Has any man ever lived so perfectly that He would have noth-

ing to fear in standing before God and His books? 
 
6. Will there be opportunity to see your eternal fate changed af-

ter death? 
 
7. Do any of us have a promise that we will live another day? 
 
 
 
 

Eternal Judgment 
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Effective Sacrifice 

Lesson 3 
 
From the very beginning of history, the blood sacrifice of an inno-
cent animal has played a part in man’s relationship with God.  Af-
ter Adam and Eve sinned against God in the Garden of Eden, God 
killed an innocent lamb so they would have clothing for their na-
ked bodies.  Later, their sons, Cain and Abel, were instructed to 
sacrifice an innocent lamb and offer it to God.   
 
When the nation of Israel was formed, it was given specific instruc-
tions regarding the establishment of a priesthood and sacrificial 
system.  Again, innocent lambs would be regularly sacrificed for 
sins.  Once a year, Israel’s high priest would kill a spotless lamb and 
take the blood into the “most holy place” (the part of the temple 
in which God manifested His presence) to present it before the 
LORD so that the sins of the nation would be atoned for (covered). 
 
 All of these sacrifices served as pictures of a final and perfect sacri-
fice that God Himself would make for the sins of the world.   
 

The Identity of the Sacrifice 
 According to John  1:29 (NT), who did John see coming to 
 him?     
 
 According to the same verse, what did John call Him? 
          
 
 According to Romans 5:10 (NT), whose Son was this?  
 

The Necessity of the Sacrifice 
 The Helplessness of Man 
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 According to Proverbs 20:9 (OT), what is the implied  
 answer to this question?     
 
 According to Jeremiah 2:22 (OT), what is still marked  
 before God after we try to cleanse ourselves?   
 
 The Weakness of Other Sacrifices 
 According to Psalm 49:7 (OT), can we give anything as a 
 ransom  for anyone else?    
 
 According to Hebrews 10:4 (NT), what could the blood of 
 bulls and goats (OT sacrifices) not take away?   
   

The Nature of the Sacrifice 
 The sacrifice for our sin was made on the cross where Jesus 
 was crucified—See Matthew 27:15-56 (NT). 
 
 Jesus was an Innocent Sacrifice 
 According to Hebrews 4:15 (NT), Jesus was tempted in all 
 points like us, but was without what?    
 
 Note:  Jesus was not born with a sin nature like us because 
 He was supernaturally born of a virgin (Luke 1:26-38)! 
 
 Jesus was a Sin-bearing Sacrifice 
 According to I Peter 2:24 (NT), what did Jesus do with our 
 sins?        
 
 Jesus was a Substitutionary Sacrifice 
 According to I Peter 3:18 (NT), Jesus suffered for sins, the  
 “   for the    .” 
 
 Jesus was a Perfect Sacrifice 
 According to Hebrews 10:10-12 (NT), how many times did 
 Jesus offer Himself to take away sin?   
 

14 



 According to Hebrews 10:18, once sins are forgiven 
 through Christ, is there need for any other offering?  
 

The Completion of the Sacrifice 
 In the Old Testament, the blood of the sacrifice had to be 
 applied to the “mercy seat” in the most holy place by the 
 high priest.  Christ’s blood also needed to be taken before 
 the presence of God in the Heavenly temple. 
  
 According to Mark 16:1-6 (NT), what happened on the 
 third day after Jesus had died and was laid in the tomb? 
          
 
 Read I Corinthians 15:4-6 (NT). 
 According to verse 6, the risen Jesus was seen by over how 
 many people at one time?    
 
 According to Hebrews 9:11 (NT), what did the risen  
 Jesus become?    
 
 According to Hebrews 9:12, what did the risen Jesus enter 
 into having obtained eternal redemption?    
 

The Motive for the Sacrifice 
 Consider carefully why God would send His own innocent 
 Son to suffer His wrath in the place of sinners! 
 
 According to John 3:16 (NT), what motivated God to give 
 His only begotten Son for the sins of men?    
 
 According to I John 3:16 (NT), what do we perceive from 
 the fact that God laid down His life for us?    
 
While God is just and must judge sin, He is also loving and has pro-
vided an effective sacrifice so no one will have to face His wrath! 
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E E S 

Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. How is Jesus like an Old Testament sacrificial lamb? 
 
2. If man can cleanse himself from sin through good works or reli-

gious ceremonies, why would God have sacrificed His Son? 
 
3. Did Jesus ever hate, become sinfully angry, lust, or disobey God 

in any way while on earth?  Did He  inherit a sinful nature? 
 
4. Does the fact that Jesus took every man’s place on the cross 

mean that every man will automatically be saved? 
 
5. Could any other man have served as a perfect high priest, able 

to take Jesus’ blood into heaven before a holy God? 
 
6. If Jesus were still dead, would the sacrifice for sin be com-

plete? 
 
7. Would you give your innocent child, your only child, to be exe-

cuted in the place of a condemned criminal? 
 

Effective Sacrifice 
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Decisive Faith 

Lesson 4 
 
Imagine that only a few moments before his execution, a con-
demned criminal is notified that his lawyer has secured a full par-
don for him.  The condemned man no longer has to face the legal 
penalty of execution.  His record will be cleared and he can go 
free.  There is only one step left: the condemned man must receive 
the pardon offered to him.  Unless he does so, he will remain in his 
condemned state and face the full penalty of the law, death. 
 
Sinful men are under the legal condemnation of God and await His 
eternal judgment.  In His love, God has secured the means to have 
them fully and completely pardoned.  The effective sacrifice of His 
Son has met the just demands of His holiness.  Now, He freely of-
fers complete forgiveness.  However, in order to escape judgment, 
the condemned sinner must receive this gracious pardon by faith.  
Apart from this, he remains under judgment for his sin. 
 

The Necessity of Faith 
 According to John 8:24 (NT), what will happen to the one 
 who does not believe?     
 
 According to Acts 16:30-31 (NT), how did Paul answer the 
 question, “What must I do to be saved?”    
      
 

The Nature of Faith 
 Faith is Confident 
 According to Romans 4:21 (NT), Abraham was “   
    that, what He had promised, He was able 
 also to perform.” 
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 Faith is Trusting 
 According to John 1:12 (NT), the power to become God’s 
 sons is given to those who “believe    His name.” 
 
 Knowing about airplanes is not the same as getting on one!  
 Knowing about Jesus is not the same as trusting Him. 
 
 Faith is Repentant 
 According to Acts 20:21 (NT), the Apostle Paul preached 
 “         [a change of mind+ toward God”.  
 
 Faith is Exclusive 
 According to Romans 11:6 (NT), if salvation is by grace 
 (unmerited kindness) then it is “no more of             “    
 (man’s attempts at being righteous). 
  
 Read Ephesians 2:8-9 (NT). 
 According to verse 8, by “   are ye saved through 
 faith; and that not of    .” 
 
 Salvation is not a reward the condemned criminal works to 
 obtain; it is a merciful gift he simply receives! 
 

The Object of Faith 
 According to John 11:25 (NT), saving faith must be placed 
 in whom?    
  
 According to Romans 10:3 (NT), what did the Jews try to  
 establish?      
  
 Instead of trusting in Jesus and His sacrifice,  the Jews were 
 trusting in their Law with its commands and religious  
 ceremonies.  Faith in oneself or in religious ceremonies (i.e. 
 baptism, church membership, communion) will not save! 
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The Decision of Faith 
 Read Romans 10:9-13. 
 According to verse 10, man believes with the              . 
 This involves believing that Jesus is God’s Son, that He paid 
 the penalty for your sins, and that He arose from the dead. 
 
 According to verse 13, “whosoever      
 on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 This involves putting your trust in Jesus and asking Him to 
 save you from your sin through His effective sacrifice. 
  
 According to verse 9, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
 the      ...thou shalt be saved.”  
 This involves acknowledging that Jesus is the Lord, not only 
 of the universe, but also of your life. 
 

The Results of Faith 
 According to Ephesians 1:7 (NT), believers have  
 redemption through His blood, the     of sins. 
 
 According to John 3:15 (NT), those who believe in Jesus do 
 not perish but have     . 
 
 According to John 3:18, he that believes on Christ is not 
    . 
 
 According to John 1:12-13, believers are born into God’s 
 family and given the power to become                         .  
 
Those who humbly acknowledge their sinfulness, believe the truth 
about Jesus, and call upon Him for eternal salvation trusting His 
sacrifice on the cross and confessing Him as Lord experience His 
merciful deliverance from judgment and so much more! 
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Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. Does the fact that God has provided a means of pardon through 

the death of His Son mean that all men are saved? 
 
2. Does simply knowing the facts about Jesus save the soul? 
 
3. While baptism and the Lord’s Supper are good, should faith be 

placed in these for salvation? 
 
4. Why do people have a difficult time receiving mercy (i.e. why do 

people think they have to contribute to their salvation)? 
 
5. Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the Lord of all, and 

the only Savior of sinful man? 
 
6. Do you believe Jesus died for your sins and rose from the dead? 
 
7. Has there been a time when you acknowledged your sinfulness, 

believed on Jesus, and asked for salvation?  If not, would you 
like to do this? (see next page) 

 

Decisive Faith 
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D E E S 

Sample Prayer for Salvation 
 
The following is a SAMPLE prayer for salvation.  Your prayer must 
be personal and from your heart! 
 
 
Dear God, I know that I am a sinner and that I deserve your judg-
ment.  I believe that Jesus is your Son, that He paid the price for my 
sin on the cross, and that you raised Him up  from the dead.  I ac-
knowledge Jesus to be my Lord and Savior.  Please have mercy on 
me and save me through His  sacrifice.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 
 
 

The Gospel SEED 
 
Check one of the two boxes to indicate your current spiritual posi-
tion according to the Bible.  If you just prayed in faith for salvation 
from your sin mark the box on the “forgiven” side! 
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What Now? 
 
 

 
If for some reason you have chosen not to believe what God has 
said about the salvation of your soul, or if you are putting off a de-
cision to put faith in Christ,  please carefully consider the following 
verses. 
 
 Revelation 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
 And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
 athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
 life freely.  
 
 Hebrews 2:1-3  Therefore we ought to give the more  
 earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
 time we should let them slip.  For if the word spoken by 
 angels was stedfast, and every transgression and  
 disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How 
 shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at 
 the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was  
 confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 
 
If you have chosen to receive the seed of the Gospel by placing 
your faith in Jesus Christ, praise the Lord!  Be sure to let someone 
know of your decision (your Bible study leader or the person who 
gave you this booklet to start with).  You can also use the informa-
tion on the next page to contact Houghton Lake Baptist Church 
about your decision. 
 
 After accepting Christ as your Savior, you should do the following: 
 
 1.  Be baptized as a public picture of your salvation (Acts  

2:41). 
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 Though baptism does not save you, it is  
 commanded (Matthew 28:19) and an important 
 first step in showing your love for your Lord. 

 
 2.  Get planted in a good Bible-believing church. 
  This will give you an opportunity to hear the Bible  
  taught and preached, and to gain encouragement  
  from being around other believers.  You are warmly 
  invited  to Houghton Lake Baptist Church. 
 
 3.  Enroll in a discipleship course.   
  Houghton Lake Baptist Church provides a one-on- 
  one course called Roots to Fruits which will help  
  you learn and apply the basic principles involved in  
  being a fruitful disciple of Jesus Christ.   
 
 4.  Read the Bible regularly.   
  The Bible provides spiritual nourishment and  
  instruction (I Peter 2:2).  Read some every day for  
  spiritual growth. 
 
 5.  Tell others about the Gospel SEED! 
  You may have friends, relatives, and coworkers who 
  are still under God’s judgment because they have  
  never trusted Christ as Savior.  Now that you have  
  been saved, you can spread the Gospel seed to  
  them.  If you would like to host a SEED Bible study  
  with your friends and family members, please  
  contact Houghton Lake Baptist Church.   
 
Contact Information: 
 Houghton Lake Baptist Church 
 9480 West Lake City Road 
 Houghton Lake, MI 48629 
 (989) 422-5869 / hlbchurch@gmail.com 
 Pastor:  Stephen Milam 
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